- end to SATs because:
) . < Children should be allowed

to learn and teachers
should be allowed to teach.

‘ D We are campaigning for an

School leaders should
. not be pilloried because

of inaccurate data.

‘ ‘ SATs lead to children becoming bored, disenchanted
and give them unnecessary stress. SATs benefit the
Government, not our children, which is why I'm sure
that they still exist. The Government should be promoting
the joy of learning in children, not fear of failure. 99
Ruth Hooper, parent (taken from her House of Commons speech)
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Because:
@ They are stressful for children, parents and teachers.
@ They are an unreliable way of assessing pupils’ progress.

@ There is an unacceptably high level of inaccuracy in test results
- teacher assessment has been proved to be more reliable.

@ They can narrow what is taught at primary school, squeezing
out time for creative subjects and sports.

@ They encourage “teaching to the test”.
® They undermine the morale of too many children.

@ Unreliable data is used to unfairly judge school performance,
putting teachers’ and school leaders’ jobs at risk.

The rest of the UK does not have SATs. We don't believe that England
needs them.

How will I know about my child’s progress if there are no SATs?
Informing parents about how their child is doing at school is a key
responsibility of all teachers and head teachers. Your child’s teacher can
give you the best information, because he or she works with your child
every day and knows their strengths and areas for development very
well.

Why does the Government want to keep SATs and

why do the NAHT and NUT want to end them?

The Government says we need SATs to give parents, teachers and the
public the information they need about the progress of children and
primary schools.

The NUT and NAHT believe that parents can get the most accurate and up
to date information from their child's teacher. SATs do not assess children’s
achievement across the whole curriculum. Secondary schools also know
this, which is why they often retest children when they enter Year 7.



Key Stage 2 tests are used to produce league tables of schools.

The NUT and NAHT believe these league tables of test data are
misleading. Many good schools are in the bottom half of these tables
because, for example, they are serving disadvantaged communities.

There are more appropriate ways of choosing a school and seeing
how it is doing than looking at league tables, such as talking to
other parents, reading the school's inspection report or visiting the
school.

So what's the alternative to SATs?

The NUT and NAHT believe that assessment at Key Stages 1 and 2
should be based on moderated teacher assessment, to make sure
standards of assessment are the same within and between schools.
There should also be a national sampling test system to provide
information about national standards in English, mathematics and
science so that trends in performance can be monitored over time.

Is it true that the NUT and NAHT are

going on strike over SATs?

No! The NUT and NAHT will ask their members if they wish to boycott
SATs in 2010 if all efforts to change the Government’s mind fail.

This would mean that NUT and NAHT members would refuse to
prepare pupils for and administer Key Stage 1 and 2 National Curriculum
tests, leaving them free to teach a broad and balanced curriculum to
meet the real learning needs of all children.

Parents would receive teachers’ assessment of how their children were
progressing, rather than outcomes from tests.

If NUT and NAHT members do vote for a boycott, parents will be kept
fully informed. Meanwhile, all other avenues are currently being
explored. Neither the NUT or the NAHT wish to boycott the tests, but
neither can we countenance their continuation.



What can |1 do?

If you agree with the NUT and NAHT that SATs should be
abolished, you could:

Consider requesting a parents’ meeting to discuss ending
SATs.

Consider setting up an Assessment Reform Group.
Discuss the issue with your Parent Governor.

Write to your MP and tell him or her your views — information
to help you do this is on the NUT and NAHT websites.

Sign our national petition, available on both our websites, and
encourage family, friends and others to do so too.

Write to the local newspapers about why you think SATs
should be abolished.

For more information go to
www.teachers.org.uk or www.naht.org.uk




